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It is a pleasure for us to write the preface to the special issue of Procedia Engineering which focuses on Manufacturing 
Engineering and Materials. The special issue comprises papers presented during the conference held on 6th to 10th June 2016 in 
Nový Smokovec (International Conference on Manufacturing Engineering and Materials), organized by the Faculty of 
Manufacturing Technologies TUKE in Prešov, under the auspices of the Dean of the Faculty prof. Ing. Jozef Zajac, PhD, in 
collaboration with the Institute of Geonics of the CAS in Ostrava – Poruba, under the auspices of its Director prof. RNDr. Radim 
Blaheta, CSc., and the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering at Opole University of Technology, under the auspices of the Dean of 
the Faculty prof. dr hab. inż. Tadeusz Łagoda, and the TEAM International Society, under the auspices of the President Prof. dr. 
sc. Dražan Kozak. The conference captures various aspects of progress in the (un)conventional production technologies 
contributing to the increase of competitiveness of industry with regard to the sustainable development, preservation of the 
environment and natural resources. The Universities participating in this event are from Poland, Croatia and India. The esprit of 
the conference is "Teoria sine practice sicut currus sine axi, practices sine theory sicut currus sine via." The conference aims at 
creating synergies of "practice and research" increasing the potential and commercial viability of research and development in the 
field of advanced technologies and materials in industries. The conference will be attended by delegates from 20 countries around 
the world (Australia, Croatia, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Great Britain, Hungary, India, Iran, Italy, Korea, Latvia, 
Poland, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland and Turkey). For the motivation of PhD students and young 
researchers, a competition for the best scientific-research work, endowed with € 300, € 200, € 100 for four areas: Water Jet 
Technology, Laser Technology, Rapid Prototyping and Conventional Technologies, has been organized. The competition is 
financially supported by four companies from Germany: ANT, Fabb-It, Licon and Trumpf. The first set of lectures will be 
presented by representatives of the companies of Global Garden Products Ltd., 1 Presov Tool Ltd., a member of LPH and Group, 
B | Braun, s.r.o, Czech Republic. In addition to the accepted papers, prominent researches were invited to give keynote lectures in 
their respective fields of competence from renowned research institutions: Inspire, Zurich; Korea Aerospace Research Institute; 
Institute of Geonics of the CAS, Ostrava – Poruba; Innovation Centre in Belgrade; University of Salerno; University of 
Huddersfield and Indian School of Dhanbad. The conference is supported by APVV 207-07 HYDROMON. Media supporting the 
conference are Strojarstvo/Strojirenstvi and the portal Science.sk. 
The organizers hope that, similarly to the previous conferences, this conference will be a great opportunity for useful 
exchange of scientific opinions among participants. 
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